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Two sworn enemies must 
work together if they 
are to escape the 
Hawla – an exclusive 
underground fight club 
run by corrupt 
politicians, drug 
lords and businessmen, 
where participants, 
using only martial 
arts techniques and 
weapons indigenous to 
The Philippines, are 
forced to fight to 
their deaths.

Premise



Hawla is a martial arts action movie, a horror survival story if you 
will, that features martial arts techniques indigenous to The 
Philippines. 

It includes: 

• Arnis (a.k.a. Eskrima and Kali, the traditional martial arts of the 
country), 

• Bultong (slapping and wrestling), Buno (wrestling), 

• Dumog (grappling), 

• Kinamotay, 

• Kombatan, 

• Kuntao, and 

• Yaw-Yan (Dance of Death).

Genre



Once a year, the wealthiest, most corrupt Filipino businessmen, drug lords and politicians go to an 
exotic island for 5 days, where they indulge in their basest instincts, above the law, their daily 
highlight being the Hawla, a gambling extravaganza, where martial artists compete to the death. 

The competitors are forced to compete out of a variety of reasons. Our two protagonists, Simeon and 
Elías, are sworn enemies, tracing their animosity to great grandfathers, who both claim to be the 
forefathers of Kali.  

Driven by circumstances, family debt and mistaken identities, Simeon and Elías are flown from America 
back to their homeland for what they think is a pardon from the politicians they owe. They find 
themselves fighting for their lives in the Hawla. 

The only way for them to escape is to work together and create the biggest mass slaughter the world 
will ever know. 

 

Working Synopsis



Logline
Two sworn enemies need to bond together for the fight of their lives.



The Hawla
Hawla is an underground fight club that hosts bloody, brutal competitions using only weapons 
indigenous to the country.



The Hawla‘s Mechanics: 5 Tribes field 5 fighters for 5 rounds. Last man 
standing in each of the rounds get to slug it out to the death in the last 
match, the Winner’s Circle, for P10M. 



MARCO’S
There are 5 Hawla Tribes, the wealthiest an most corrupt tribe are politicians, called Marco’s, 
named after their patron Don Marco de Leon. Always wearing black barongs, Don Marco, his guests 
and his bodyguards all sit together, flanked by exotic dancers and human tables. Their fighters 

are also in black.



AMAZONAS
Headed by an elegant couple, Pepa and Pilar, The Amazonas are a force to reckon with. They’re all 
tall, beautiful and always dressed in power suits that show their femininity. They’re flanked by 
naked women with masks, fueling rumors that they were famous women. Their fighters , who also 

wear masks, are women recruited from rebel groups or wanted by the law. 



TRAPOS
Trapos, short for traditional politicians, is another wealthy group, this one headed by Manong 
Juan Vizconde, whose fighters are taken from the country’s prisons. Always wearing colorful 

barongs, they’re flanked by bodyguards, prostitutes, and criminals of all sorts. 



LORDS
The drug lords, headed by Pok 

Ubusan, make up the most 
violent tribe in the Hawla, 

with the tribal leaders banning 
them from using any form of 

performance-enhancing drugs – 
obviously falling on deaf ears. 

They wear over-embellished 
barongs – a sign of how they’d 
like to see themselves, knowing 

that they’re nothing but 
criminals. They are also the 

wildest bunch.
 



Run by a beautiful 
transgendered woman, Reyna 
Lacson, known as The Queen, 
this group is made up of men 
who sport looks straight off 
the runway, mostly showing 
skin. Their fighters are known 
to be the best.

 

REYNA



THE HAWLA
The Hawla is also an event, a gender-bending orgy of debauchery and decadence, where wealthy, 
powerful men and women submit to the senses of the flesh, pleasuring each other and themselves 

with varying amounts of partners, perversions, positions, and other P-words -- and ringside views 
of their enemies giving up lives for their own entertainment. It could be a modern, more intimate 

version of Rome’s Coliseum. 
. 



FORM, TONE, & STYLE
To be shot on a beautiful island, the film is dark, gritty and sensual, the exact opposite of 
its tropical-paradise location, as it shows the debauchery and decadence of people drunk on 

power. 

Hawla is made up of fight sequences, from start to finish, it’s all about action, suspense, 
edge-of-your-seat thrills. 

 



CHARACTERS
The story’s main characters – both protagonists, who are the antagonists and 
protagonist to each other -- are people you know and understand, and as such, you 
worry for them, care for them, and get frightened of the situations they find 
themselves in. 

Some of the villains are real people we see on the news, so there is little or no 
empathy for them.

The fighters, the victims of the system that exists today, are who the audience will 
empathize with.



SIMEON HIDALGO
A personal trainer from 
Chicago, whose family racked 
up an enormous debt due to 
his father’s cancer 
treatment, was invited by a 
politician, Don Marco de 
Leon, to be martial arts 
coach to his bodyguards in 
exchange for a debt 
forgiven. Simeon thought it 
a good deal, since that was 
something he loved doing.



ELIAS SARMIENTO
A Hollywood stuntman, was asked 
by his sister to audition for an 
independent action flick to be 
shot in The Philippines. Unknown 
to him, his sister was a 
gambling addict, whose debt to a 
loan shark ran in the millions. 
She had struck a deal with the 
businessman to forgive her debt 
in exchange for her brother’s 
participation in the Hawla.



NIEVES
She was an idealistic journalism 
student wanted for a bumped-up 
terrorist charge by a corrupt 
government. Rescued by PILAR 
CONFESSOR from a life in prison, 
she became a fighter for the 
Amazonas and was left for dead 
after one such Hawla. She has 
since lived on the island, 
undetected.



DON MARCO DE LEON

Powerful politician, a Senator, 
who owns the island and runs 
Hawla. Always in a black barong, 
just like his bodyguards and his 
fighters, he heads the MARCO’S, 
placing a huge amount of money on 
his new fighter, SIMEON.



BADONG RAYMUNDO
Powerful right-hand man to DON 
MARCO, making sure that all of 
the politician’s dirty work is 
done, that all of his bodyguards 
are loyal, that all of his 
enemies are wiped off the planet. 
His objective is to make his 
boss’ new fighter, SIMEON, win 
the Hawla.



Part of a powerful lesbian 
couple, who head the AMAZONAS, 
Pepa and Pilar are the only 
women, who don’t wear masks in 
the group, because their girl 
toys are either closeted or 
famous, while their fighters are 
women recruited from rebel groups 
or are wanted by the law.

PEPA REYES



PILLAR CONFESSOR
Lover of PEPA and co-head of the 
AMAZONAS. She is the team’s 
recruiter, keeping files on each 
of their masked women. NIEVES was 
a fighter for them, and they 
believe that she’s one of the 
many fighters who had died.
 



Once a peasant advocate working 
for an NGO and mistaken for a 
communist rebel, she was beaten 
and tortured in custody, which 
drove her to join the underground 
movement, successfully killing 
the policemen who beat her. 
Charged with murder, the death 
penalty, she was saved from a 
life in prison by PILAR 
CONFESSOR, who recruited her as a 
fighter in the Hawla. 

DUKHA



MANONG JUAN VIZCONDE
Head of the team made up of 
corrupt traditional politicians, 
the TRAPOS, who are surrounded by 
bodyguards, prostitutes, and 
fighters, who come from the 
country’s prisons. His new 
fighter, a recruit from his loan 
shark crony, ELÍAS, will be 
fighting for him.



TINETTE BUENSUSESO
Ruthless executive assistant to 
Manong Juan Vizconde, leader of 
the TRAPOS. All of his 
bodyguards, prostitutes, and 
fighters go through her. Her 
objective at the moment is to 
make sure that her boss’ new 
fighter, ELÍAS, a recruit from 
his loan shark crony, REZ 
GUTIERREZ, will win the HAWLA. 
She is rumored to be Manong 
Juan’s part-time lover.



REZ GUTIEREZ
A pretentious, sleazy loan shark, 
who tries too hard to be in the 
big league, and is thrilled that 
ELÍAS was his ticket in.



MARIA SARMIENTO
Sister of ELÍAS, whose gambling 
debts forced her to make a deal 
with REZ, unknown to her brother. 



Head of the team made up of drug 
lords, the LORDS, whose barongs 
are as colorful as the 
performance-enhancing drugs that 
he uses on his fighters. 

POK UBUSAN



UNO
An ex-con, ambitious bodyguard to 

POK UBUSAN, until he stole a 
shipment of methamphetamine from 

him, stashed the money in an 
unknown location, and was 

consequently thrown into the 
Hawla. He did it so he could 
leave with his lover, JAX.



REYNA LACSON
A beautiful transgendered 
woman known as The Queen, her 
claim to the inner circle is 
knowing the secrets of each 
and every businessman, drug 
lord and politician she 
chooses to do research on.



JAX
REYNA LACSON’S premiere 
bodyguard and best fighter, who 
she wanted to be with 
intimately, but never had. She 
banished him into the Hawla when 
she found out that he had a 
lover, UNO. 



TAGAPAGPANGASIWA (The Host)
The host of the Hawla, its 
laughing stock, orphaned when Don 
Marco had his parents killed for 
stealing food. He will be 
instrumental in helping Simeon, 
Elías and Nieves break free.



TOP 5 FIGHTERS: THE WINNING CIRCLE
Simeon for the Marco’s, Elías for the Trapos, Dukha for the Amazona, a Lord 
named Uno, and a Reyna called Jax.


